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TO  THE 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  of 
the  W orcestershire  County  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  27th  Digest  of  the  28 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  29  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  the  Administrative  County,  which  refers  to  the  year 

I9I5- 

2.  The  Local  Government  Board  intimated,  in  December  1915, 
that  in  view  of  the  present  circumstances  the  Board  will  not  press 
for  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  be  printed, 
and  that  many  of  the  details  usually  inserted  in  the  Reports,  such 
as  a  description  of  the  District,  and  of  the  Water-supply,  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  &c.  may  be  omitted,  the  Reports  being  confined 
to  a  record  of  what  has  taken  place  during  the  year. 

3.  In  consequence  of  this  statement,  the  County  Council  at 
their  Meeting  on  March  13th  last,  approved  your  instructions  to 
me,  to  include  in  this  Annual  Digest  such  details,  and  statistics 
only,  as  are  of  special  importance  and  to  omit  local  references  there¬ 
from  as  far  as  possible. 

4.  This  Digest  therefore,  is  not  nearly  as  comprehensive  as  in 
previous  years. 


County  Sanitary  Staff. 

5.  In  consequence  of  the  War,  Dr.  Smeeton  Johnson  continues 
to  act  for  Dr.  Addenbrcoke  (Kidderminster  Rural  District),  Dr.  St. 
Clair  Smith  for  Dr.  Yelf  (Stow-on-the-Wold),  and  Mr.  Jameson, 
as  Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  Feckenham  Rural  District. 

6.  With  these  exceptions,  the  County  Sanitary  Staff  is  the 
same  as  it  was  before  the  War  began. 


Printing  Annual  Reports. 

7.  As  the  result  of  the  Board’s  recent  instructions,  the  District 
Medical  Officers  have  greatly  curtailed  their  Reports  ;  and  whereas 
in  pre-war  times  nearly  all  these  Reports  were  printed,  14  of  those 
for  1915  were  sent  to  the  County  Council  in  manuscript,  and  the 
other  14  were  printed. 


Vital  Statistics. 

8.  Before  submitting  the  Vital  Statistics  it  should  be  mentioned 
that  the  various  rates  are  calculated  this  year  on  a  basis  somewhat 
different  to  former  years,  as  the  Registrar-General  stated,  the  War 
has  made  it  impossible  to  adhere  to  the  previous  methods  of  estimat¬ 
ing  local  populations,  as  men  of  military  age  have  been  either 
drafted  to  Military  centres,  or  sent  abroad  with  the  Army.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  National  Register,  although  it  does  not 
form  a  perfect  record,  has  been  made  use  of.  It  has  been  found 
necessary,  therefore,  to  limit  the  tabulation  of  deaths  to  deaths 
of  civilians,  and  the  estimated  civilian  populations  for  1915  of  the 
respective  County  Districts,  as  given  by  the  Registrar-General, 
have  been  made  use  of  in  calculating  the  County  death-rates  for 
that  year  ;  but  although  I  sent  the  Registrar-General's  estimates 
of  the  civilian  populations  of  the  County  Districts  to  the  respective 
Medical  Officers,  the  Officers  of  8  Districts  have  not  made  use  of 
them  in  calculating  their  statistics,  viz.  :  Bromsgrove,  North  Broms- 
grove,  Droitwich  Borough,  Lye  and  Wollescote  and  Redditch  Urban, 
and  Kidderminster,  Tewkesbury  and  Upton-on-Severn  Rural 
Districts.  The  procedure  of  the  Registrar-General  with  regard  to 
death-rates,  however,  is  not  applicable  to  the  birth-rates,  as  the 
births  recorded  refer  to  children  of  civilians  and  soldiers  :  con¬ 
sequently  the  birth-rate  is  calculated  upon  the  existing  estimate 
of  total  population  for  1914. 

9  Table  I.  records  the  birth-rates,  the  death-rates,  the  mortal¬ 
ities,  from  all  causes  at  specified  ages,  and  causes  of,  and  ages  at 
death,  during  1915,  in  each  County  District. 


Rural  Districts. 
Bromsgrove 
Droitwich  - 
Evesham  - 
Feckenham 
Halesowen 
Kidderminster  - 
Martley  - 
Newent  (part)  - 
Pershore  - 
Rock  - 

Shipston-on-Stour  - 
Stow-on-the-Wold  (part)  - 
Tenbury  - 
Tewkesbury  (part)  - 
Upton-on-Severn 
Winchcombe  (part)  - 
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(a)  Arrived  at  by  excluding  deaths  of  non-residents  and  includuig  deaths  of  persons  properly  belonging  to  the  Districts,  but  who  died  in  Public  Institutions 
This  Death-rat^was  & SShM  onThe  ci.il  population  suggested  by  Uegistrar-General.  (See  Paragraph  of  this  Report  headed  Death  Kates,. 
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io.  Table  II.  shows  the  County  rates  per  1,000  of  population 
from  various  causes  during  191^  and  for  comparative  purposes  the 
average  County  rates  for  1904-15  and  the  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1915  are  also  given. 


TABLE  II. 


County. 

Population. 

Birth-rate 

(a) 

Death-rate 

(b). 

Infant 

Mortality. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Death-rate. 

Diphtheria 

Death-rate. 

Typhoid  F'ever 

Death-rate. 

Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis 

Death-rate  (c). 

Phthisis 

Death-rate. 

Cancer 

Death-rate. 

1 9 1 5- 

280,212 

20  u 

147 

106 

o’5 

0‘04 

0  14 

O'OOI 

02 

070 

0  77 

Average 

1904-1915 

- 

23H 

I3'i 

IOO' 

0*20 

0  06 

O'  1 2 

0-03 

°'4 

076 

°'94 

England 
and  Wales 
in  1915 

37,302,983 

21  *8 

I5*i 

IIO’ 

o’43 

0'o6 

0-15 

C04 

18*1 

not 

given 

not 

given 

(a)  Estimated  on  Population  1914.  (See  Paragraph  8  of  this  Report). 

(b)  Estimated  on  Civil  Population  1915.  (See  Paragraph  8  of  this  Report). 

(c)  Under  two  years  of  age. 


County  Birth-Rate  for  1915. 

1 1 .  Table  II.  shows  that  the  County  Birth-rate  has  again  declined. 

12.  The  individual  District  Birth-rates  are  given  in  Table  I. 

13.  The  “  National  Birth-rate  Commission,”  which  was  a  private 
one,  but  had  the  assistance  of  two  Government  experts,  has  just 
published  a  Report  upon  u  The  Birth-rate  :  its  Causes  and  Effects,” 
in  which  it  stated  that  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Birth-rate  has 
declined  to  the  extent  of  approximately  one-third  within  the  last 
35  years.  As  to  the  causes,  and  still  more  the  effects,  of  this  decline, 
opinions  diverge.  The  conclusions  reached  were  that  conscious 
limitation  of  fertility  was  widely  practised  among  the  middle  and 
upper  classes,  and  that  in  addition  to  other  means  of  limitation, 
the  illegal  induction  of  abortion  was  frequent  among  the  industrial 
population.  The  Report  contains  nothing  new  as  to  the  Medical 
aspect  of  the  declining  Birth-rate.  In  the  “  Addition  ”  to  the 


Report,  signed  by  23  of  the  27  Members  who  signed  the  Report,  it 
is  stated  :  “  We  feel  that  the  care  of  the  mother  before  child-birth 
“  is  as  important  as  the  care  of  the  child  after  its  birth,  because 
“  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  even  more  children  perish  in  the 
“  nine  months  before  birth  than  in  the  first  twelve  months  after 
“  birth.” 

14.  This  statement  supports  the  action  the  County  Council  are 
taking  with  respect  to  “  Expectant  Mothers,”  to  which  I  shall 
briefly  allude  in  my  paragraph  on  “  Infantile  Mortality.” 

15.  In  the  early  part  of  last  year,  the  idea  became  prevalent 
that  the  number  of  illegitimate  births — “  War  Babies  ”  as  they  were 
termed — would  be  excessive  ;  consequently  you  instructed  me  to 
issue  monthly  returns  of  the  registered  births  in  order  to  show  how 
many  were  legitimate  and  how  many  illegitimate.  These  returns 
showed,  that  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  years  1911-13,  of 
the  total  number  of  births  registered,  4-1  per  cent,  were  illegitimate  ; 
whereas  in  Worcestershire  the  corresponding  rate  for  1915  was  4-08, 
which  was  not  above  the  average.  The  “  War  Babies  ”  scare 
therefore  was  unjustifiable. 


County  Death-Rate  for  1915. 

16.  The  1915  Death-rate  (Table  II.  shows)  is  above  the  average. 
This  probably  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  so  many  “  healthy  lives  ” 
are  now  abroad  ;  but  mainly  to  the  excessive  number  of  deaths 
from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  acute  lung  affections. 

17.  The  Death-rate  of  each  District  in  the  County  is  given  in 
Table  I. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

18.  The  County  Infantile  Mortality  last  year  (106)  was  a  little 
above  the  average  for  the  years  1904-15. 

19.  Before  referring  to  some  of  the  District  Infant  Mortalities 
for  1915  (Table  I.),  I  submit  Table  III  .,  which  compares  the  Mortal¬ 
ities  in  quinquennial  periods  of  children  under  one  year,  for  each 
Sanitary  District  in  the  County  during  the  past  20  years.  I  do  not 
give  the  antecedent  rates,  because  the  County  Council  first  appointed 
Health  Visitors  in  the  year  1897. 
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TABLE  III. 


Districts. 

Rates  per  1. 
Average. 
Rate  for 
years 

1910-1914. 

,000  Births. 

Average 

Rate  for 
years 

I9°5‘I9°9- 

Average 
Rate  for 
years 

1900-1904. 

Average 
Rate  for 
years 

1895-1899. 

Urban — 

Bewdley  Borough 

— 

93 

85 

124 

155 

Bromsgrove  — 

— 

77 

97 

92 

139 

Bromsgrove  North 

— 

90 

85 

90 

122 

Droitwich  Borough 

— 

120 

85 

US 

135 

Evesham  Borough 

— 

96 

IO9 

ll9 

IO9 

Kidderminster  Boro’ 

— 

120 

136 

i55 

165 

Lye  and  Wollescote 

— 

1 18 

129 

H1 

*176 

Malvern  -  - 

— 

67 

78 

86 

91 

Oldbury  -  - 

— 

LH 

152 

188 

21 1 

Redditch  - 

— 

85 

IO9 

*59 

189 

Stourbridge  Borough- 

100 

IX4 

136 

*54 

Stourport-  - 

— 

107 

99 

107 

130 

Rural — 

Bromsgrove 

— 

60 

83 

85 

1 10 

Droitwich  - 

— 

72 

82 

109 

100 

Evesham-  - 

— 

69 

63 

73 

72 

Feckenham 

— 

82 

90 

101 

97 

Halesowen 

— 

120 

120 

142 

156 

Kidderminster 

— 

78 

86 

IT7 

103 

Martley  - 

— 

52 

89 

IC5 

106 

Pershore  -  - 

— 

68 

90 

80 

107 

Rock  -  - 

— 

56 

67 

H1 

93 

Shipston-on-Stour 

— 

69 

88 

1 10 

1 16 

Tenbury  -  - 

— 

80 

84 

1 18 

104 

Tewkesbury  - 

— 

37 

36 

70 

72 

Upton-on-Severn 

— 

57 

88 

105 

103 

Administrative  County  97  105 

*  Average  for  3  years  1897-1899. 

124 

i37 

20.  Table  III.  shows  a  marked  decline  of  the  County  and  District 
Infantile  Mortality  Rates  during  the  past  20  years.  But  even  so, 
no  less  than  92,166  infants  in  England  and  Wales  and  636  in  the 
Administrative  County  of  Worcester  died  in  1915  before  they  attained 
the  age  of  one  year. 

21.  For  the  sake  of  comparison  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
Infant  Mortalities  in  Worcestershire  and  adjoining  Counties  for 
1914  (the  last  year  for  which  they  were  all  available)  were  as  under  : 


Gloucestershire 

— 

73  per 

1,000  births. 

Shropshire  — 

- 

75  „ 

55  55 

Herefordshire  - 

— 

77  » 

55  55 

Warwickshire  - 

— 

9°  » 

55  y> 

Worcestershire 

— 

98  „ 

55  55 

Staffordshire  - 

— 

1 18  ,, 

55  5) 
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22.  Table  III.  shows  that  not  only  have  there  been  general 
declines  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  rates,  but  remarkable  falls 
in  the  particular  districts  in  which  the  County  Health  Visitors 
have  worked  since  1897  ;  for  instance,  on  comparing  the  rates  for 
the  quinquennial  periods  19 10-14,  the  Districts  where  Health 
Visitors  have  been  established,  with  the  corresponding  ones  for 
1 895-99,  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  past  20  years  the  rates  have 
fallen  33  per  cent,  in  Lye  and  Wollescote,  36  per  cent,  in  Oldbury, 
55  per  cent,  in  Redditch,  35  per  cent,  in  Stourbridge  and  23  per  cent, 
in  Halesowen  Districts. 


23.  Table  IV.  (a  Statutory  Table  required  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board)  shows  the  causes  of  death  at  various  ages  under  one 
year. 


TABLE  IV. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

in 

'll 

<u 

Kg 

to 

1 

N 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

4  Weeks. 

in 

■t-t 

C 

O 

to 

1 

A 

£ 

3-6  Months.  1 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Y  ear. 

1  Small-pox 

l  Chicken-pox  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1  Measles  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

8 

17 

2  7 

1  Scarlet  Fever  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

[  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

10 

1 1 

30 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

) 

Erysipelas  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

1 

I  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

I 

- 

3 

3 

7 

1  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

0 

o 

[  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

10 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

4 

8 

Convulsions  - 

9 

1 

3 

1 

14 

7 

5 

4 

3 

33 

Laryngitis-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bronchitis-  - 

1 

3 

2 

3 

9 

22 

19 

21 

18 

89 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

3 

1 

7 

1 1 

18 

17 

26 

79 

r  Diarrhoea  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

7 

4 

6 

21 

{  Enteritis  - 

- 

4 

7 

9 

4 

24 

Gastritis  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

4 

Syphilis  - 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

0 

a 

1 

1 

- 

8 

Rickets  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Suffocation,  overlying 

- 

2 

3 

- 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Injury  at  Birth  - 

J9 

- 

- 

- 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Atelectasis  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

( Congenital  Malformations- 

12 

- 

1 

3 

16 

4 

- 

2 

- 

22 

j  Premature  Birth 

72 

12 

7 

4 

95 

4 

3 

1 

- 

103 

[Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

26 

M 

9 

4 

53 

26 

9 

4 

1 

93 

Other  Causes  - 

10 

1 

4 

- 

15 

8 

5 

7 

4 

39 

Totals 

153 

35 

34 

1 7 

239 

106 

92 

IOI 

98 

636 
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24.  From  this  Table  it  will  be  gathered  that  the  Infant  Mortality 
deaths  for  1915  were  chiefly  due  to  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Acute 
Lung  Affections  (Bronchitis  and  Pueumonia),  Premature  Birth, 
Atrophy,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  and  Convulsions. 

25.  Prevention  of  these  deaths  will  form  a  considerable  part  of  the 
duty  of  your  recently  enlarged  Staff  of  County  Health  Visitors. 

26.  Table  I.  sets  out  the  Infant  Mortality  of  each  District  in 
the  County  during  1915. 

27.  Drs.  Moore  (Kidderminster  Borough)  and  Darby  (Lye  and 
Wollescote)  say  that  the  excessive  rates  in  their  Districts  were  due 
to  Lung  Affections  (13  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia),  and  a  similar 
reason  explains  that  for  the  Borough  of  Evesham.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  “  Creche, ”  which  has  done  such  good  work  at 
Lye  for  many  years,  has  now  been  closed. 

28.  Commenting  on  the  Oldbury  rate  (142),  Dr.  Buttery  says 
the  chief  causes  of  the  increased  rate  were  “  Measles  mortality  and 
“  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system.” 

29.  The  Stow-on-the-Wold  rate  (333)  is  accidental,  and  due  to 
the  fact  that  one  of  three  children  born,  died  ;  in  other  words, 
one-third  of  the  small  number  of  infants  born,  died  before  attaining 
one  year  of  age. 

30.  I  do  not  now  describe  the  “  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
“  Scheme  ”  in  operation  throughout  the  whole  County  :  not  only 
because  this  “  Digest  ”  is  much  abbreviated,  but  also  because,  this 
was  done  in  my  “  Special  Report  ”  on  this  subject,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  County  Council  at  their  Meeting  held  on  December 
13th  last.  Suffice  to  say,  that  the  whole  of  the  recommendations 
then  made,  were  accepted,  and  are  now  operative  throughout  the 
whole  County.  At  the  present  time  8  “  whole-time  ”  and  31 
“  part-time  ”  (District  Nurses)  Health  Visitors  are  employed  by  the 
Council.  These  “  Health  Visitors  ”  visit  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers,  and  instruct  them  in  simple  rules  of  hygiene,  and  as  to  the 
proper  feeding,  clothing,  and  general  management  of  themselves  and 
their  babies.  When  undertaking  home  visiting,  they  endeavour  to 
persuade  nursing  and  expectant  mothers  to  attend  a  “  Consultation 
“  Centre,”  one  of  which  has  been  established  at  each  of  the  following 
places,  viz.  :  Oldbury,  Halesowen,  Lye,  Stourbridge,  Kidderminster, 
Redditch,  Bromsgrove  (Joint  Districts)  and  Malvern. 
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3 1 .  Each  of  these  “  Centres  ”  is  opened  one  afternoon  every  week  : 
and  the  Bromsgrove  “  Centre  ”  has  branches  at  Catshill  and  Rubery. 

32.  The  local  Health  Visitor  always  attends,  when  the  “  Centre  ” 
is  open,  and  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  at  least  once  a 
month.  The  cost  of  the  Oldbury,  Lye,  Halesowen  and  Redditch 
“  Centres  ”  is  defrayed  by  the  County  Council  :  and  that  of  those 
at  Malvern,  Bromsgrove  and  Stourbridge  by  “Voluntary  Agencies.” 

33.  The  Kidderminster  “  Centre  ”  is  maintained  and  managed 
by  Kidderminster  Corporation.  I  visit  the  County  Council 
“  Centres  ”  and  those  of  the  “  Voluntary  Agencies  ”  (on  the  invit¬ 
ation  of  the  respective  Committees)  from  time  to  time,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  excellent  work  is  being  done  there.  It  is,  however, 
too  soon  to  report  upon  the  results. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

34.  Table  II.  shows  that  with  the  exception  of  the  Death-rates 
from  Measles  and  Diphtheria,  last  year’s  mortalities  from 
Zymotic  diseases  were  below  the  averages. 

35.  Table  V.  shows  the  total  number  of  notifiable  cases  and 
deaths  and  Hospital  cases  in  each  District  in  1915. 


Table  V.  is  a  return  of  the  diseases  “  notified 
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Rural. 


(a)  “  Transferable”  death. 

(b)  One  “  transferable  ”  death. 

(c)  Two  “  transferable  ”  deaths. 


Measles. 

3 6.  One  hundred  and  forty-eight  deaths  were  caused  by  Measles 
in  1915,  as  compared  with  55  in  1914.  This  disease  was  very  fatal 
last  year  in  Bromsgrove  Urban  District  (22  deaths),  Oldbury  Urban 
District  (73  deaths)  and  Halesowen  Rural  District  (18  deaths). 

37.  Dr.  Kidd  (Bromsgrove  Urban)  reports  that  the  cases  were 
practically  confined  to  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and  that 
the  mortality  was  greatest  among  the  younger  children.  He  says 
the  disease  was  undoubtedly  of  a  peculiarly  severe  type  and  received 
the  popular  name  of  “  Black  Measles,”  a  term  not  used  in  Medicine. 
The  two  factors  which  seemed  to  influence  this  mortality  were  first, 
overcrowding  and  shutting  the  sick  in  close,  unventilated  rooms  ; 
and  secondly,  the  popular  error  of  refusing  drinks  of  cold  water  to 
children  who  were  feverish. 

38.  Dr.  Buttery  (Oldbury)  makes  no  reference  to  the  epidemic 
of  Measles  in  his  District,  except  to  say  that  the  chief  causes  of  the 
increased  Infantile  Mortality  for  1915  (142  per  1,000  births,  as 
compared  with  m  in  1914),  were  excessive  numbers  of  deaths 
from  Measles  and  respiratory  diseases. 

39.  Dr.  Brett  Young  (Halesowen)  states  where  the  18  deaths 
occurred,  but  makes  no  comment  upon  the  outbreaks. 

40.  In  my  last  “  Digest  ”  I  referred  to  a  circular  letter  issued 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  on  March  31st  1915,  which  suggested 
that  Local  Authorities  should  apply  to  the  Board  for  an  “  Order  ” 
“  under  which  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would 
“  be  required  of  the  first  case  in  a  household  attended  by  a  Medical 
“  Practitioner,  and  of  each  case  in  the  household  by  the  parents  of 
“  the  patients.”  At  the  same  time  I  explained  the  etiology  of  the 
disease,  and  mentioned  that  unfortunately  Measles  was  sometimes 
treated  too  lightly,  as  it  causes  more  deaths  than  Scarlatina  and 
Diphtheria  combined,  and  is  frequently  complicated  by  Bronchitis 
and  Pneumonia. 

41.  The  Board’s  suggestion  did  not  result  in  Measles  being 
generally  made  notifiable  :  so  on  December  1st  1915,  the  Board 
issued  “  The  Public  Health  (Measles  and  German  Measles) 
“  Regulations  1915  ,”  which  came  into  force  on  January  1st  1916, 
by  which  Measles  and  German  Measles  are  made  compulsorily 
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notifiable  throughout  England  and  Wales.  Measles  seldom  occurs 
in  the  first  six  months  after  birth,  and  as  a  cause  of  death  it  is 
confined  chiefly  to  children  under  5  years  of  age  :  if  steps  are  taken 
to  postpone  an  attack  from  Measles  to  the  age  of  five  years,  the 
State  will  secure  an  enormousgain  of  lives,  as  well  as  greatly  improved 
vigour  and  usefulness,  in  those  who  will  have  escaped  injury  by 
complications  which  are  so  frequent.  Its  prevention  or — if  per¬ 
manent  prevention  is  impracticable — the  postponement  of  attack 
to  ages  over  five,  and  the  avoidance  of  the  complications  to  which 
its  seriousness  is  chiefly  due,  should  therefore  form  an  important 
part  of  official  work  in  each  Sanitary  area.  It  is  not  anticipated 
that  spread  in  the  family,  and  at  School,  can  be  more  than  diminished 
for  some  years  to  come  ;  but  valuable  action  can  be  initiated,  both 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  to  secure  improved  care  of 
patients,  including  skilled  nursing  where  necessary,  and  thus  reduce 
the  proportion  of  fatal  cases  and  disabling  complications. 

42.  Leaflets  containing  advice  and  instruction  are  very  useful, 
but  are  much  more  valuable  if  they  are  reinforced  by  the  personal 
advice  of  a  well-informed  and  tactful  Health  Visitor.  Such  being 
the  case,  the  County  Council  invited  the  Local  Authorities  and 
Nursing  Associations  in  Worcestershire  to  appoint  Representatives 
to  attend  a  Conference  to  discuss  this  question.  The  result  of  this 
was,  that  a  largely  attended  Conference  was  held  at  the  Shirehall, 
Worcester,  on  January  28th  1916,  when  the  following  Resolution  was 
adopted  :  “  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference  it  is  necessary 
“  in  order  to  avoid  overlapping  that  the  services  of  the  Health 
“  Missioners  and  County  Nurses  be  utilized  as  far  as  practicable 
“  for  the  administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Measles  and  German 
“Measles)  Regulations  1915  by  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities 
“  in  the  County.”  As  a  sequel  to  this,  the  County  Council  agreed 
to  allow  their  Health  Visitors  to  undertake  the  Home  Visiting — (as 
distinct  from  Nursing) — entailed  by  the  “  Regulations,”  under  the 
direction  of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  This  was  considered 
advisable,  because  this  work  really  forms  part  of  the  County  Infant 
Welfare  Scheme  :  inasmuch  as  it  will  undoubtedly  save  many 
infant  lives. 

43.  The  County  Council’s  decision  was  conveyed  to  the  Local 
Authorities,  who  were  informed  that  the  charge  for  the  services 
of  the  County  Health  Visitors  to  be  paid  by  Sanitary  Authorities 
had  been  fixed  at  the  nominal  fee  of  is.  (one  shilling)  for  each  house¬ 
hold  so  visited,  irrespective  of  the  number  of  visits  paid.  The 
County  and  District  Nursing  Associations  also  agreed  to  charge 
similar  fees. 


44-  At  the  time  of  writing  (July  5th’ 1916),  of  the  28  Sanitary 
Authorities  in  the  County,  22  are  utilizing  the  services  of  Health 
Visitors  for  Home  Nursing  ;  but  4  have  decided  not  to  do  so,  viz., 
Bewdley  Corporation,  and  Kidderminster,  Newent,  and  Winch- 
combe  Rural  District  Councils.  The  Newent  and  Winchcombe 
Districts  together,  only  include  3  Parishes  in  Worcestershire. 
Malvern  Urban,  and  Stow-on-the-Wold  Rural,  District  Councils 
have  not  informed  the  Council  what  action, — if  any, — they  intend 
to  take  in  the  matter. 


Smallpox. 

45.  A  soldier,  in  Camp  at  Malvern  Wells,  developed  Smallpox 
in  May  1915.  As  the  local  Smallpox  Hospital  is  now  utilized 
as  a  County  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium,  the  patient  was  (under 
the  arrangement  between  the  County  Council  and  Evesham 
and  Pershore  Smallpox  Hospital  Committee)  removed  to  the 
Evesham  and  Pershore  Smallpox  Hospital,  and  measures  were 
successfully  taken  to-prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Scarlatina. 

46.  1,023  cases  were  notified  during  1915.  Fewer  cases  were 
reported  last  year  than  in  any  of  the  previous  10  years,  except  1912 
(725  cases). 

47.  The  34  Droitwich  Borough  cases  were  spread  over  several 
months,  and  never  became  epidemic.  Only  one  of  the  146  cases 
in  Evesham  Borough  was  fatal  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever, 
that  spread  of  the  disease  was  entirely  due  to  personal  infection, 
and  mainly  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  numbers  of  cases  were 
so  extremely  mild  that  they  were  not  recognized,  and  consequently 
did  not  come  under  Medical  supervision.  The  Corporation  engaged 
two  trained  Nurses  to  search  for  unrecognized  cases,  and  to  visit 
homes  where  persons  wTere  treated  at  home.  72  of  the  patients 
had  to  be  isolated  at  home,  as  the  Isolation  Hospital  could  not 
afford  accommodation  for  them  during  the  epidemic,  wffiich  was 
at  its  height  in  the  autumn. 

48.  The  157  cases  in  Oldbury  “  seem  to  have  been  fairly  evenly 
“  spread  over  the  whole  year.” 

49.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Stourbridge  makes  no 
reference  to  the  cause  of  the  96  cases  in  the  Borough  ;  but  says 
five  School  closures  were  necessary  in  order  that  disinfection  and 
cleansing  might  be  carried  out. 
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Diphtheria. 

50.  The  County  Mortality  (Table  II.)  from  Diphtheria  for  1915 
(0.14),  although  above  the  average  (0-12),  was  only  slightly  so.  353 
cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  409  in  1914. 


51.  The  principal  outbreaks  occurred  at  Redditch  (80  cases, 
10  deaths),  and  at  Shipston-on-Stour  (42  cases,  3  deaths). 

52.  Dr.  Stevenson  (Redditch)  says: — 

“  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  scattered  all  over  the  year  in  a  steady 
“  monthly  flow.  We  have  not  had  such  a  number  for  many  years. 
“  Ten  of  the  80  cases,  I  regret  to  say,  died.  Despite  frequent 
“  attempts  to  find  it  out,  no  definite  cause  can  be  given  for  its 
“  prevalence,  unless  it  be  that  the  mild  cases  are  not  discovered, 
“  and  isolated,  and  so  act  as  ‘  carriers  '  spreading  the  infection.  In 
“  one  factory  shop,  several  of  the  girls  were  taken  ill,  and  on  swabs 
“  being  taken  of  all  the  girls  in  the  shop,  two  were  found  to  be 
“  ‘  carriers.'  They  were  excluded  from  coming  to  work,  and  no 
“  more  cases  occurred  there.  One  School  was  suspected  and  closed, 
“  and  for  a  time  this  seemed  to  do  good,  but  later  on  a  fresh  batch 
“  of  cases  arose  in  another  part  of  the  Town.  Indeed,  the  most 
“  noticeable  feature  of  the  epidemic  was  non-localization  to  any 
“  one  area  or  street,  cases  arising  all  over  the  Town." 

53.  Dr.  Findlay  says  the  Shipston  outbreak  occurred  chiefly  in 
the  last  four  months  of  the  year.  24  houses  were  invaded.  Practic¬ 
ally  all  the  cases  were  treated  with  Anti-toxin. 


Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever. 

54.  A  satisfactory  feature  of  Table  V.  is,  that  only  21  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  the  County  last  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

55.  As  you  have  instructed  me  only  to  include  in  this  Report 
statistics  of  special  importance,  I  do  not  give  several  tables  with 
regard  to  Tuberculosis,  which  were  issued  in  my  last  “Digest”; 
but  I  am  keeping  these  “  up-to-date  ”  in  order  that  if  requisite 
they  can  be  examined  at  my  Office.  Neither  is  it  necessary  to  give 
a  statement  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Scheme  during  1915,  as  this  information  was  laid  before  the  County 
Council  by  the  “  Tuberculosis  and  Sanatorium  Committee  ”  in 
their  Report  dated  13th  March  1916,  a  copy  of  which  I  propose 
sending  to  the  Local  Government  Board  with  those  of  this  “  Digest,” 
which  the  Board  require  to  be  forwarded  to  them. 


5 6.  It  should  perhaps  be  mentioned  that  520  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  and  141  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
in  the  County  during  1915.  During  the  year,  372  persons  received 
Sanatorium  treatment  and  349  Dispensary  treatment  ;  229  of  the 
former  and  143  of  the  latter  were  “  insured  persons  ” — the  others 
were  non-insured. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

(Inflammation  of  the  Eyes  in  Infants  under  10  days  old). 

57.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  47  of  the  48 
cases  notified,  recovered  without  impaired  vision.  This  shows  the 
value  of  compulsory  notification,  as  it  enables  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  to  arrange  that  the  children  affected — and  particularly  those 
attended  by  Midwives — are  efficiently  nursed,  without  which 
blindness  is  so  apt  to  ensue. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

(“  Spotted  F 'ever .”) 

58.  During  the  past  year  11  cases  (Table  V.)  of  Cerebro-Spinal 
Meningitis  occurred  in  the  County,  viz.,  1  in  Bewdley  Borough,  1  in 
Evesham  Borough,  1  in  Malvern,  2  in  Redditch  LTrban  Districts, 
and  1  in  Feckenham,  1  in  Halesowen,  2  in  Martley,  1  in  Pershore, 
1  in  Upton-on-Severn  Rural  Districts. 

59.  Table  V.  records  8  deaths  from  this  disease  ;  but  4  of  them 
were  “  transferable  deaths  ”  which  occurred  in  persons,  belonging 
to  the  County,  but  who  died  outside  it  ;  therefore  it  is  obvious  that 
only  4  of  the  1 1  cases  notified,  were  fatal. 

Bewdley  Borough  (1  fatal  case). 

60.  Dr.  Miles  merely  mentions  the  fact  that  there  was  “  one 
“  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  in  a  child  which  proved  fatal.” 

Evesham  Borough  (1  fatal  case). 

61.  This  child  (a  boy  aged  5  years)  manifested  symptoms  of  the 
disease  on  November  1 8 th  and  died  on  November  22nd.  The  case 
(notified  November  21st)  was  associated  with  a  soldier  (the  father), 
who  came  home  about  a  week  before  the  child  sickened.  Such 
association  is  not  uncommon.  “  Swabs  ”  taken  from  the  father’s 
naso-pharvnx  showed  that  at  that  time  he  did  not  act  as  a  “ carrier.” 
Rigid  precautions  were  successfully  carried  out. 


Malvern  Urban  District. 

6z.  Dr.  Mitchell  (Malvern)  says  :  “  One  case  occurred  among 
“  the  troops,  and  was  treated  by  special  permission  in  your  Hospital.” 

Redd  itch  Urban  District. 

6 3.  Of  the  Redditch  cases,  Dr.  Stevenson  says:  “There  were 
“  2  cases  of  so-called  Spotted  Fever.  Both  were  fatal,  and  in 
“  neither  case  could  the  source  of  infection  be  traced.  Both  lived 
“  and  worked  in  the  Town  and  had  not  been  out  of  it.” 


Feckenham  Rural  District  (1  fatal  case). 

64.  A  young  girl  (aged  16)  died  on  June  21st.  There  was  strong 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  case  was  caused  by  a  “  carrier  ” 
from  Birmingham. 

Halesowen  Rural  District  (1  case). 

65.  Dr.  Brett-Young  only  states  that  “one  case  was  notified 
“  during  the  year  at  Cradley.” 


Martley  Rural  District  (2  cases). 

66.  Dr.  Dykes  says  :  “  Two  cases  notified  by  the  (Assistant) 
“  School  Medical  Inspector  of  children  attending  School.”  Inform¬ 
ation  obtained  after  notification,  indicates  that  these  were  doubtful 
cases. 


Pershore  Rural  District  (1  fatal  case). 

67.  This  typical  case  was  a  married  woman,  aged  47  years,  who 
died  on  April  5th.  Every  effort  was  made  to  trace  the  source 
of  infection  but  unavailingly,  which  is  a  common  experience  in  such 
outbreaks  :  for  instance,  investigation  of  a  number  of  recent  out¬ 
breaks  in  England,  by  specially  appointed  and  competent  observers 
shows,  that  in  the  great  mass  of  cases,  no  relation  can  be  traced  to 
any  pre-existing  one.  This  was  so  in  66  of  68  cases  which  occurred 
on  Salisbury  Plain.  All  known  precautions  were  taken  with  regard 
to  the  Pershore  case,  and  there  was  no  extension  of  the  disease. 

Upton-on~Severn  (1  case). 

68.  Dr.  Cowley  states  :  One  case  of  “  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ” 
was  notified  in  1914. 
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69.  At  the  time  I  presented  my  “  Digest’"  for  1914,  several  of 
the  1 1  cases  just  referred  to,  had  come  to  my  knowledge,  so  I  included 
in  that  Report  a  “  Leaflet  ”  on  the  etiology  of  the  disease,  which  I 
prepared  by  your  direction. 

70.  The  Local  Government  Board  and  the  “  Medical  Research 
“  Committee  ”  of  the  “  National  Health  Insurance  ”  have  recently 
issued  two  most  instructive  Reports  with  reference  to  the  occurrence 
of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  since  the  outbreak  of  the  War; 
consequently,  although  this  disease  is  not  of  rare  occurrence  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  is  little  known  in  Worcestershire,  I  deem  it 
advisable  to  refer  to  a  few  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at,  by  the 
Authors  of  these  two  valuable  Reports. 

71.  The  evidence  that  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  is  due  to 
infection  by  the  “  Diplococcus  intracellularis  Meningitidis  of 
“  Weichselbaum,”  commonly  known  as  the  “  Meningococcus,”  is 
accepted  as  adequate  by  practically  all  bacteriologists.  Great 
diagnostic  value  is  attached  to  the  discovery  of  the  Meningococci  in 
the  Cerebro-Spinal  fluid  of  patients  suffering  from  Meningitis. 
“  Contacts  ”  with  patients  should  be  regarded  as  possibly  infectious, 
and  subject  to  partial  restrictions  in  their  intercourse  with  others 
for  three  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  last  association  with  a  patient ; 
unless  swabs  from  the  naso-pharynx,  examined  under  specified 
conditions,  have  twice  failed  to  show  the  presence  of  the  Meningo¬ 
coccus. 

72.  When  collecting  specimens  from  the  naso-pharynx  of  a 
suspected  person,  it  is  very  necessary  to  avoid  any  contamination 
of  the  swab  with  buccal  secretion,  so  special  “  swabs  ”  for  this 
purpose  are  supplied  by  the  County  Bacteriologist.  The  importance 
of  immediate  culture  from  the  swab  is  most  important.  An  interval 
of  an  hour  or  two  is  probably  the  most  that  can  be  allowed  to  elapse, 
and  precautions  must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  swabs  becoming 
dry.  For  this  reason  the  County  Bacteriologist,  until  he  went  on 
“  Active  Service,”  always  if  practicable  took  his  “  plates  ”  to  the 
scene  of  operation  to  inoculate  them  at  once.  If  this  cannot  be 
done,  the  specimens  should  be  packed  in  a  box  containing  hot-water 
bottles,  and  despatched  to  the  County  Laboratory  as  quickly  as 
possible ;  and  the  County  Bacteriologist  be  advised  as  to  the  hour 
he  may  expect  to  receive  them.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  pharynx  is  well  worth  all  the 
trouble  involved. 
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‘73-  While  it  is  right  to  segregate  “  carriers  ”  from  normal  people 
where  possible,  it  is  wrong  to  herd  them  together  at  close  quarters ; 
for  their  period  of  carrying  is  probably  thus  prolonged  by  re-infection 
from  one  another.  Hence  the  value  of  open-air  treatment  for  them. 
The  influence  of  this  is  probably  twofold  :  the  general  health  and 
any  local  pharyngeal  troubles  are  benefited,  while  the  risk  of  re¬ 
infection  from  fellow-carriers  is  materially  lessened. 

74.  The  general  impression  left  in  the  minds  of  the  Authors  of 
these  Reports,  is  that  local  treatment  by  antiseptics  is  not  of  great 
value,  although  mild  applications  such  as  spraying  with  a  I  in  1,000 
solution  of  permanganate  of  potash  solution,  helps  to  cleanse  the 
pharyngeal  wall,  and  should  certainly  be  undertaken. 

75.  The  absence  of  any  serious  danger  of  infection  from  sporadic 
cases  of  the  disease  may  be  regarded  as  well-established.  The 
public  have  very  erroneous  ideas  upon  this  point  :  indeed  the 
disease  has  a  much  more  restricted  infectivity  than  Smallpox  or 
Scarlatina,  and  very  frequently  only  one  member  of  an  invaded 
house  develops  symptoms,  though  exceptions  to  this  are  not  un¬ 
common.  The  experience  of  its  epidemic  form  during  the  past  year, 
appears  to  show  that  the  risk  of  direct  infection  from  case  to  case 
is  seldom  great.  It  may  be  concluded  that  the  direct  source  of 
infection  is  usually  to  be  sought,  not  in  another  case  of  the  declared 
disease,  but  in  the  undeclared  carrier. 

76.  In  the  great  mass  of  cases,  no  relation  could  be  traced  to 
any  pre-existing  case.  This  was  so  in  66  of  68  cases  on  Salisbury 
Plain  :  not  a  single  person  in  attendance  on  the  cases  suffered, 
and  not  a  single  Nurse  or  Hospital  orderly  became  even  a  positive 
“  contact,”  though  they  were  often  swabbed  to  see  if  this  were  the 
case. 

77.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  is  specially  apt  to  prevail  amongst 
soldiers,  and  the  movements  of  large  bodies  of  troops,  which  have 
been  so  perpetual  of  late  in  this  country,  appear  to  have  played 
an  important  part  in  the  spread  of  the  disease.  It  may  be 
concluded  that  dissemination  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  in  the  recent 
epidemic  was  mainly  by  carriers,  and  that  Military  movements 
played  a  considerable  part  in  the  process. 

78.  The  conclusion  would  seem  to  be  justified  that  cold  and  wet 
weather  may  have  indirect  influence  in  disseminating  the  disease 
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by  keeping  men  indoors  with  closed  windows  ;  thus  promoting  the 
transference  of  the  “  Meningo  coccus  ”  by  favouring  the  aggregation 
of  men  at  close  quarters  indoors,  and  discouraging  open  windows. 
This  is  probably  the  chief  factor  in  determining  the  seasonal  in¬ 
cidence  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
can  readily  be  understood  that  overcrowding  and  deficient  ventilation 
are  important  factors  in  the  spread  of  the  disease,  as  such  insanitary 
conditions  facilitate  the  transference  of  the  Meningo-coccus  from 
pharynx  to  pharynx. 

79.  In  Hospitals  where  air-space  and  ventilation  are  good, 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  very  rarely  spreads. 

80.  In  most  specific  fevers  there  is  reason  for  believing  that  the 
virus  begins  its  career  as  soon  as  it  gains  access  to  the  body  ;  but 
there  is  an  interval,  before  the  body  reacts  against  it  by  inflammation, 
or  fever  or  rash.  This  quiescent  period  of  incubation  is  in  many 
fevers  a  very  constant  one,  in  point  of  time.  But  in  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  it  would  seem  that  the  case  is  very  different.  We  have  no 
data  for  deciding  at  what  interval  after  the  primary  infection  this 
may  occur,  but  probably  it  is  a  very  variable  one.  Extended 
considerations  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  disease  is  one  which 
in  the  nature  of  things  can  have  no  definite  incubation  as  is  seen  in 
Smallpox  and  Measles.  There  are  really  no  adequate  data  for 
determining  the  maximum  period  which  can  elapse  between  the 
commencement  of  the  carrier  condition,  and  the  onset  of  the  disease. 

81.  The  average  mortality  of  the  1915  cases  investigated  works 
out  at  a  trifle  under  50  per  cent. 

82.  It  must  be  confessed  that  the  summary  of  impressions  with 
regard  to  the  serum  treatment  of  the  disease  is  not  very  encouraging, 
for  even  those  who  speak  in  favour  of  serum  have  to  confess  a  case 
of  mortality  which  somewhat  belies  their  statements. 


Sanitation. 

83.  On  March  25th  1915,  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  a 
circular  letter  to  Sanitary  Authorities  with  regard  to  curtailing 
and  stopping  Sanitary  Schemes,  stated  that 

“  110  further  action  must  be  taken  without  further  sanction  from  the 
"  Board  .  .  .  (and)  that  the  attention  of  Bocal  Authorities  should 

“  be  particularly  drawn  to  the  fact  that  economies  and  restrictiors 
“  on  borrowing  are  possible,  not  only  as  regards  new  works,  but  also 


"  as  regards  works  in  progress.  As  regards  these  latter,  it  will 
“  frequently  be  found  possible  by  arrangement  with  contractors 
“  or  otherwise  to  postpone  works  or  parts  of  them  or  to  enlarge  the 
“  period  allowed  under  contract  for  their  completion.” 


84.  Upon  receipt  of  these  instructions,  most  Local  Authorities 
refrained  from  preparing  new  Sanitary  Schemes  ;  the  Annual  Reports 
however  show  that  a  few  such  were  completed  during  the  year, 
and  some  few  considered  necessary. 


North  Bromsgrove  Urban  District. 

85.  The  new  Sewerage  Scheme  at  Rubery,  after  many  delays 
owing  to  bad  weather  and  labour  difficulties,  was  completed,  and 
the  connection  of  houses  was  proceeded  with. 

Borough  of  Evesham. 

86.  The  Administration  Block  at  the  Joint  Hospital  was  extended 
and  improved,  as  a  loan  of  ^1,300  was  sanctioned  by  the  Board. 

Droitwich  Rural  District. 

87.  Dr.  Wilkinson  reports  that 

"  owing  to  conditions  now  prevailing  the  drains  of  Hill  End  Cottages 
“  have  not  been  connected  to  the  Borough  sewers  ;  and  that,  on 
“  March  17th  1915,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
‘  ‘insanitary  condition  arising  from  the  drainage  now  existing  in 
”  Hanbury.”  He  adds  :  “  The  Council  should  insist  that  these 
”  defects  are  remedied  at  once.” 

Kidderminster  Rural  District. 

88.  Dr.  Smeeton  Johnson  reports  that 

“  Churchill  and  Wribbenhall  are  now  provided  with  a  good  supply  of 
“  wholesome  water.  Respecting  the  former,  the  arrangements 
”  entered  into  with  the  Stourbridge  Water  Board  give  promise  of 
”  being  eminently  satisfactory  :  while  the  supply  from  the  Bewdley 
“  Waterworks  for  the  Wribbenhall  area,  appears  all  that  can  be 
“  desired.” 

89.  Alluding  to  Chaddesley  Corbett  Water-supply,  Dr.  Johnson 
mentions  that  after  the  County  Analyst  condemned  a  number  of 
wells,  the  District  Council  appointed  a  Committee  to  visit  the  Village 
and  report.  Consequent  on  this  visit,  six  samples  were  submitted 
to  Mr.  E.  W.  T.  Jones  of  Wolverhampton,  whose  results  confirmed 
the  previous  analyses.  He  goes  on  to  say  :  “  Doubtless  these 
“  matters,  while  necessarily  under  present  conditions  held  in 
“  abeyance,  will  receive  (the)  Council’s  careful  consideration  in 
“  the  future.” 
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Broms grove  Rural  District. 

90.  Dr.  Coaker  writes  : — 

“  The  Villages  of  Blakedown  and  Stakenbridge  in  the  Parish  of  Plagley 
“  have  had  the  mains  of  the  Stourbridge  Water  Board  extended, 
“  and  the  houses  where  the  supply  from  wells  was  polluted  have  had 
“  a  supply  laid  011.  Also  houses  at  Romsley  and  Hunnington  have 
“  had  supplies  laid  on  from  the  South  Staffordshire  Co. 


Martley  Rural  District. 

91.  The  sewerage  of  Hallow  was  completed  in  September  1915, 
and  an  excess  loan  of  £1,000  was  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board. 


Shipston-on-Stour  Rural  District. 

92.  Dr.  Findlay  writes  of  the  Shipston  sewerage  : — 

“  The  laying  of  the  main  sewerages  and  the  building  of  the  outfall  works 
“  have  been  completed.  A  Bocal  Inquiry  has  been  held  by  an 
“  Inspector  of  the  Bocal  Government  Board,  and  an  application 
“  of  the  Council  for  a  further  loan  of  ^800  has  been  granted  ;  but 
“  an  application  for  a  loan  to  make  house  connections  has  not  been 
“  granted  :  so  at  present  no  houses  are  connected  with  the  new 
“  sewers." 

93.  The  Blockley  Waterworks  failed  to  deliver  water  to  the 
higher  part  of  the  area,  so  Mr.  Willcox,  who  originally  designed  the 
works,  has  been  asked  to  advise  the  Council. 

Upton-on-Severn  Rural  District. 

94.  Dr.  Cowley  says  : — 

"  A  loan  to  complete  the  Upton-on-Severn  Waterworks  was  applied  for, 
"  but  the  Bocal  Government  Board  declined  to  sanction  it  ;  con- 
“  sequently  the  ratepayers  are  paying  interest  on  £2,698,  the  cost 
"  of  the  boring,  besides  having  to  discharge  in  current  rates,  a 
temporary  loan  of  £1,300— altogether  £3,998.  Nothing  to  show  for 
"  it,  therefore  much  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers." 

“  The  Madresfield  and  Guarlford  Schemes  have  been  shelved  for  the  time. 

It  will  be  remembered  there  was  much  dissatisfaction  with  many 
“  of  the  items  of  the  work  in  the  Kempsey  sewers.  The  Kempsey 
"  Sub-Committee  were  engaged  in  discussions  with  their  Consulting 
"Engineer,  Begal  Adviser,,  and  others  concerned  during  the  year. 
"  The  reluctance  to  taking  the  sewers  over  from  the  Contractor 
"  until  all  these  points  were  settled,  occasioned  much  delay.  But  at 
“  a  Meeting  on  September  30th,  a  compromise  was  effected.”  To 
carry  this  out  an  additional  loan  of  £1,541  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Bocal  Government  Board. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning. 

95.  In  a  circular  with  regard  to  “  Economy  and  Expenditure,” 
issued  on  4th  August  1915,  the  Board  say  : — 

“  Mr.  Long  would  suggest  that  whilst  not  unduly  relaxing  the  standard 
“of  Public  Health  administration  in  their  area,  Local  Authorities 
“  should,  as  far  as  possible,  refrain  from  requiring  the  execution 
“  of  work,  the  cost  of  which  has  to  be  borne  by  private  individuals, 
“  unless  the  work  is  urgently  necessary  for  the  removal  of  nuisances, 
“  or  for  the  protection  of  health.  Bven  in  cases  where  some  works 
“  are  essential,  it  will  he  thinks,  usually  be  found  practicable  to 
“  arrange  for  repairs  of  a  temporary  character  to  be  carried  out  by 
“  the  owners." 

96.  In  consequence  of  this,  little  has  been  done  in  the  County 
during  the  past  year  under  the  “  Housing,  Town  Planning  See.  Act 
“  1909,”  “  unless  the  work  (was)  urgently  necessary  for  the  removal 
“  of  nuisances,  or  for  the  protection  of  health.” 

97.  The  Upton-on-Severn  Council  appointed  an  Assistant 
Inspector  (Mr.  Fallows)  early  in  the  year  principally  to  comply 
with  the  Act  ;  but  as  their  Inspector  (Mr.  Price)  met  with  a  severe 
accident  in  October,  Mr.  Fallows  had  to  do  Mr.  Price’s  duty  for 
some  time,  consequently  only  912  houses  were  inspected. 

Administration  of  Mid  wives  Act  1902. 

98.  Ordinarily  the  Local  Government  Board  require  me  to 
report  annually  on  this  Act.  I  do  not,  however,  propose  doing  so 
this  year,  but  to  send  to  the  Board  with  this  “  Digest  ”  a  copy  of 
the  “  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Midwives  Act  Committee,” 
presented  to  the  County  Council  on  March  13th,  1916,  which  gives 
details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  1915. 

Annual  Reports  of  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

99.  As  the  Local  Government  Board  have  intimated  that  Annual 
Reports  are  mainly  “  to  be  confined  to  a  record  of  what  has  taken 
“  place  during  the  year,”  and  you  have  directed  me  to  omit  local 
references  to  statistics  as  far  as  possible,  I  summarise  the  work  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  have  done  during  1915,  by  presenting  Table 

VI. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.  Camb., 

County  Medical  Officer, 

Shirehall, 

Worcester. 

August  1916. 
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2  C.  E.  Cox. 

-  A.  Whitmore. 

2iC.  Stevens. 

E.  Holloway. 

4  Wm.  Jameson  (Deputy). 
3X  A.  E.  Shaw. 

6  D.  Llewellyn. 

1  F.  D.  Inskip. 

-E.  J.  Wood. 

2  F.  W.  Moulaon. 

-!r.  Mapp. 

1C.  J.  Gander. 

-  A.  E.  Clifford. 
oJr.  W.  Jarvis. 

15  C.  H.  G.  Shorland 
4  M.  D.  Price. 

17  C.  Gardner. 


